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SUBJ: HIGHLIGHTS, POST-PLENARY CONVERSATIONS, 

JULY 8, 1977 (SALT TWO- 1274) 

1. (JOHNSON/SHCHUKIN, A-1636) 

HEAVY BOMBER DEFINITION 

SHCHUKIN AGREED T 0 TPICK UP PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS ON EUTURE 
HEAVY BOMBERS, SAYING THAT AS HE RECALLED, THEY HAD BEEN DISCUSS- 
ING THE MEANING OF THE WORDS "CHARACTERISTICS," AS USED BY THE 
SOVIET SIDE, AND "CAPABILITY," AS USED BY THE US SIDE. HE EELT 
THAT IT WAS CLEAR NEITHER WORD COULD BE TRANSLATED INTO THE OTHER 
LANGUAGE BY ITS DIRECT EQUIVALENT, AST LEAST AS THEY WERE USED IN 
DESCRIBING BOMBERS. 

BASED ON PREVIOUS DISCUSSION, JOHNSON SAID THAT HE HAD 
GATHERED THAT THE RUSSIAN WORD FOR "CHARACTERISITCS" WAS BROADER 
THAN THE ENGLISH EQUIVALENT, AND ENCOMPASSED CONCEPTS THAT WERE 
INCLUDED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE IN BOTH "CHARACTERISTICS" AND 
"CAPABILITY." SHCHUKIN ADDED THAT IN RUSSIAN THE TERM "CAPABILITY" 
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WAS USED TO EXPRESS AN OBJECT'S ABILITY TO CARRY OUT ITS FUNCTION, 

WHEREAS "CHARACTERISTICS" DISCRIBED ITS PROPERTIES, I.E., RANGE, 

SPEED, ELIGHT PROFILE, ETC. CONTINUING, HE ADDED THAT WHILE HE 
DID NOT WANT TO APPEAR TO INTERERERE WITH THE PREROGATIVES OF THE 
DRAFTING GROUP, PERHAPS THE BEST WAY TO DEAL WITH THIS SITUATION 
WOULD BE BY THE ADDITION OF APPROPRIATE EOOTNOTES TO THE TEST, 

IN ANY EVENT HE DID NOT BELIEVE IT WOUULD BE USEFUL FOR THE DELEGA- 
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TIONS TO REQUIRE TOO MUCH DETAIL IN THE DEFINITION OF A HEAVY 
BOMBER SINCE IT MIGHT SIMPLY COMPLICATE OUR PROBLEM. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT WE ALREADY HAD A LIST OF AIRCRAFT THAT IDENTIFIED WHICH 
EACH SIDE CONSIDERED TO BE HEAVY BOMBERS.EARLE 
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